Technologic innovations in surgery: a philosophic reflection on their impact on operations for cancer.
Technologic advances this past half-century have clearly had a positive effect on our ability to both diagnose and treat human cancer as well as on the operative treatment of other diseases. However, the impact of these innovations on the surgical treatment of cancer is not as clear as it is for many other problems that are managed surgically. This review is an "opinion piece" that attempts to assess the successes and failures of technologic innovations that have been introduced for the purpose of improving the operative treatment of cancer.